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N@., I. 
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* Man know thyfelf. Al! wifdom centers there ! 
** To uone man feems ignoble but toman ; 

* Ancels that grandeur men o’erlook, admire ; 

* How long fhail human nature be their book. 

*« Degenerate mortal ! and unread by thee ? 
** The beam dim reafon fheds fhews wonders there ! 
** What high contents ! Illufrious faculties !” 


YOUNG. 


SOCRATES, in his gayer moments, ufed 
to define man, to be a ridiculous animal ; and indeed, 
if we analyze him, difcompound the ftrange and op- 
pofite qualities which are blended in his compofi- 
tion, and confider with what gravity hetrifles ; with 
what levity he fets about the performance of his 
moft important concerns, we fhall find the philofo- 
pher’s opinion, fanctioned by reafon and evidently, 
the refult of refleftion. That man, was originally 
formed for the dominion of this world; placed in 
the fcale of being next in rank to the angels of 
light ; endued with the «*fpark divine,” to diteé& 
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and guide him, are truths, which no one will ven- 
ture to contradiét. How he came into his prefent 
“frail eftate” is another queftion. Whether the 
De vil or Eve, or both tunited were the caufes of 

\dam’s fall; whether the temptation of the apple 
was only an experiment made by heaven to try the 
fireneth of his con{tancy, or whether the prince of 
darknefs was permitted to fucceed in the affailment 
of human virtue, for the purpofe of the effectuation 
of the mighty fcheme of falvation and the expofition 
of the mercy and divine attributes of the eternal fa- 
ther, which, fince have been developed and mani- 
fefted, are fo problematical, that, altho’ the points 
have been difputed by the rages and ichoolmen of 
all ages, little light has been thrown on the fubject, 

and lefs conviétion enforced onthe mind. The de- 
figns of Providence are impenetrable. We can de- 
duce from the effets which we behold, of cauies 
unknown to us, that God is infinitely good, as well 
as infinitely powerful,and we ought to fay,fincerely, 
with the great Sir William Temple, that fubmiffion 
is the only proper way of reafoning between the 
creature and its Creator. 

We know, that man is depraved; that his heart 
is deceitful, that his life is fhort, and that the cata- 
logue of his offences is long. But Ido not believe 
with a reverend gentleman in the diftrict of Maine, 
that man, is above all things “ defperately wicked.” 
Itis an article of my creed,that the canaille of Erebus 
are more factious, and wasié fubjects than a Bofton 

mob, or the actors ina political melon frolic, and 
not half fo good chriftians. Ihave no adequate i- 
dea of the imhabitants of the fiery regions,’ but can 
eafily bring myfelf to fuppofe, that, even the moft 
abandoned of human beings, who are fent thither 
to fettle their accounts for the bad deeds done in 
the body, are as far more pure and noble than their 
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tormentors, as thofe fuffering convicts are exceeded 

_ jn innocence and dignity by a Ruffell,.or a vi ath 

4 ington, The libels on man, began in the dark a 
ges, and were infpired by the mifanthropy of dark- 
er breafts. What mifanthropy originated, igno- 
rance and fuperftition continued, until mankind 
were fo convinced of their own deformity, that had 
the picture of fin himfelfin all his horrors been pre- 
fented to their view, they would have difcovered and 
acknowledged the ftriking refemblance of them- 
felves. 

Of Man in folitude, we can fay but little. Adam 
was alone for fo fhort a fpace of time, that, whether 
the latent affections of his bofom would have been 

called into action by any beauty inthe vegetable world; 
whether he would have made love to a myrtle like 
SreRNnx, or lounged about unknowing what he 
fought, like Cymon, are points which we cannot de- 
termine. It feems, he foon began to with, and the 
firft with of his heart, was for fomething that proved 

his ruin; and moft of his pofterity have very rever- 

_ ently and dutifully followed his example. ‘lo view 
| Man in his proper element, we muft confider him 
_ a focial being ; furrounded by objects which draw 
forth his affections, aét upon his tpaffions, | influence 
his conduét and are involved in his fate ; as a huf- 
bnad, parent, mafter or fervant ; as a friend or an 
enemy—in profperity or adverfity. And, to hira, 
who intends to make man, thus circumftanced, |iis 
{tudy, may much patience be given, as much labor 
and vexation will be required !— L. 
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tavo, under the title of The Economy of Nature, ex- 
plained and illuftrated on the principles of modern Phi- 
jlofophy. Such a werk has long been a defidcratum. 

Mr. G. C. Morgan has jutt finifhed, and is preparing 
for publication, The Life of his late Uncle, the celebrat- 
ed Dr. Richard Price. 

Dr. Walcot is writing a mock heroick poem, con- 
taining the Hiftory of the King of the Beggars, Bam- 
fyide Moore Carew. Its publication may be {peedily 
looked for, and it is fpoken of as his chef d’ceuvre. 

Madame D’Aublay, [the late Mifs Burney] announces 
a new nove!, entitled Camilla, in five volumes, to be 
publithed by fubfcription. ~ . 

Mifs Seward has a volume of poems in the prefs, 
Llangollen Vale and others. 


tC” 





Literary Amufements, 





TO MR. PETER PEPPER. 


SMART SIR, 


Your very ftinging letter to the editors of the 
Nightingale, has te a fifterhood, of which I am 
an unworthy member, to give it fuch an anfwer as it de- 
ferves from the hands of our injured fex. They, having 
ceputed me to wield the pen in their caufe, I avail my- 
felf of the firft opportunity to execute my commiffion. 
And I mnft rell you, fir, that tre heathenith fcrap at the 
ead of the epiftle, in an unknown tongue, is among the 
vileft of your iniults, and we are all-of us agreed, that 
i 3 be fomething fo very indecent, 


- 
meaning Or it mut 
o 


t 

or uncommonly impudent, that you dare not exprefs it 
in intelligible language—Nevertheleis, Mr. Peter Pepper, 
underftand it or not, we comprehend what you are af- 
ier, and therefore depend upon it, we fhall pay you wit! 
wlury. 
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I wifh, in the name of my conftituents to know, what 
you mean by female flips and flides ? Pray, mutt every 
little deviation from the paths of prudery be noticed, and 
we, of the prefent enlightened age be obliged to be more 
{tarched and ittrait laced than our grandmothers ? And, 
if a voung lady happens to trip—“ muft one (or two) 
falie fteps entirely damn her fame” ? Now, | think, a 
fpice of innocent gallantry. gives more relifh and flavor 
to the intercourfes between ** man and man, or man and 
woman,” than ail the fcandal that ever flowed from the 

lue lips of a rufty old maid or furly old bacheldor. 
Pray Mr. Pepper, do not hint any thing more about flips 
and flides ! Our fifterhood are as young, 2s handfome, 
aul as virtuous as any other fiftcrhood in the worid, and 
yet if one of us by accident meet with a fall, we 
do not i{cancalize the unfortunate fair, fo far from it, 
our fympathy is fo great, that if it would do her any 
good, we would be willing, every one of us, to fall alfo. 

As to fufpicions, good Lord ! have not wea right to 
fufpe&t? If any one fall, is it not probable a contufion 
and [welling will take place ? You fufpect that women 


love {candal—We fuipeét. that you are an ill-natured 
clfirl, and a lumber-headed blockhead, and fo you are. 
And as to female well-wifhers, I believe we wiflt as well 
and better to one another, than you he-creatures co in 
your gander clubs. I know, I wifh well toailthe mem. 
bers of our fociety ; hope they will all get good huf- 


U o* & 
bands, and make good wives ; only I with to have my 
firit choice among the egallants ; that’s fair I’m ire ;-~ 
for charity begins at home ; and be juft to yourfelf, thot 
you may be generous to others, are good proverbs, tho’ 
ald fafhioned. So, fir, now I come to my concluf 
by daying, that if fcandal be admitted into the Ni 
gale, we are determined to make fly-cages of its pages, 
or give them for kite-bobs to our little brothers. 1 tore 
your bad advice will not be followed, for depend on’r, 
if the editors adhere to their firft propofal, be that waits 
for a turkey finged, or a patie-pan bottomed with a N°, 
of the Nightingale, will be likely to be hungry, tll he 
dic, Iam, Mr. Pepper, 

Jenny Freevove,. 
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“« Let gentlenefs my frong enforcement be,”® 
Shak/peare. 


T dens are certain rules and obfervanees, to which a 
ftrict adherence is neceflary, by every public writer. As Society 
is in a greater or lefs degree, interefted in his !ucubration, and as 
the moft inferior capacity, wants knowledge and infiruction, he 
ought to adopt that method, which will beft fubferve the advance- 
ment of morality, and held up the brighteft precepts to mankind. 
To this end, he ‘mutt carefully avoid obfolete, and high flown 





expreflions, and choofe a fimple ftile, calculated to afford equal hh 
r facility and pleafure, to all who are difpofed for this kind of hie 
writing.—!t is too frequent that language is more attended to, 


than fubje&t, and the fine! fentiments buried in an obfeurity of 
words: This ftagnates the channel through which information 
is derived, and renders the work inutile. Nor do I think a 
proper refpect to language, unimportant, but rather as an ob- 
jet, which claims the highcft confideratioa in an author, and a 
point, in which confifts a great thare of his merit ; for the beft 
cefign, with ypoor di tion, is is niipid ; and the fame fentimente 
clothed in pleafing language, has double the effec they would, 
vulgarly exprefsed; f only condemn pedantry as being diflervice- 
able, and ail abftrufe phrafes, tending rather to perplex than cn- 
lighten the imagination, 

A writer, ought likewife to point out the vices of the age, but 
sever aim at individuals ; uniofluenced by prejudice, and unbiaf- 
ed by cuftom, he fhould impartially reprobate follies, however 
fanctioned by fafhion, and extol virtues, whcther confpicuous 
in the higher or lower clafs of community.—Cften times intrine 
fic merit pafles difregarded, while abfolute refpect is naid to gore 
geous infignificancy, and the man of wealth finds many friends, 
while the virtuous Philanthrephift, dies neg!ected in that focie- 
ty, of which he is the greateft ornament. Such a wrong difcri- 
rmination the Theorift hopes never to be guilty of, but thal! cn 
deavour to obferve liberality, invariably, as his motto. Callous 
to every prejudice, he wishes to keep reafon in conftant view, 
nor ever diviate from its principles —and great as may be the 
Scope for invective, or panegyrick, he » ill aisw at bein ig delicate 
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in Criticifm, and juft im Eulogy. Previous to the clofe of h's ex- 
ordium, he muft folicit that candor in the perufal o{ his {pecula- 
tions which has ever diftinguifhed this. metropolis,and chough the 
lineaments of a novice may be traced by the many inacuracies 
liable to young writers, he cannot but hope for that lenity which 
will fix an eternal monument ef gratitude in his breatt. 





~ Original Poetip, 





SPRING. 
—_—_ 


RISE the wild treafures of the opening year, 

And lavith fhed uncultured pefames here ! 

Rife od’rous fhrubs and breathe your fweets around, 
Rife ye bef gems, and deck your parent ground ! 

Bid vernal airs ambrofial fweets exhale, 

‘ And the whole fpring deicend upon the gale, 

pit With joy’s gay beam each flower thal] brighter glow, 

; With love’s warm breattreach breeze thall fofter blow : 
Ah hapoy yales that thus fuch fweets can give != 

Ah, happier fii Unat can fuch fweets receive! - 
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HOPE. 








O! HOPE, thou foothet fweet of human woes, 
How fhall I lure thee tomy haunts forlorn ! 

For me wilt thou renew the withered rofe, 
And clear my painful path of pointed thorn? 

Ah! come, {weet nymph, in fimiles and (oftnefs dreft, 
Like the young nours that lead the tender year; 

Enchantrefs, come, and charm my cares to reit ; 
Alas !—the flatterer flies, and will not hear, 

A prey to grief, anxiety and pain, 
Muit I a fad exiftance ftill deplore ? 

: Lo! the flowers fade ; but all the thorns remain : 

For me the vernal garland blooms no more! 
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LINES ON FEMALE GENIUS. 





[The merit of the following lines renders an apolo- 
gy for their infertion in the Nightingale unne- 
ceflary. They were firft publifhed in the Maffa- 
chufetts Magazine, for 1790, and are fuppofed to 
bewritten bya gentleman no lefs eminent for his 
poetical talents, than for that knowledge of the 
laws of his country,which, enables him to difcharge 
the duties of a dignified office in the judiciary de- 
partment, with honor to himfelf and advantage 
to the Commonwealth. ] 





—— 


ro PHILENIA: 


Occafioned by reading her Poem, entitled, ** Ouabdi ; or, the Virtyes of Ratura.” 








In former days. as ancient poets feign, 

A ftrange coi tention fiil'd th’ etheria) plain, 
What goddefs, faireft in angelick eycs, 

Should o’er her bright compeers in beauty rife, 
Ja make and motion high above the reft, 
Sov’reign of hearts and queen of love confefs'd, 
All wakeful Difcord the event improv’d, 

And the whole fex a gilded apple moved. 

O’er the bieft plain the frivolous bauble roll’d, 
* To the firft fair,” infcribed in gems and gold. 
Who had the faireft face, ft fubject then, 

For univerfal war of gods and men. 

A higher theme - now all hearts inclin’d, 
Not whofe the fair€lt form, but brighteft mind. 
And hark, how loud the mental! conteft rings ! 
Apollo’s hand has fet the tuneful ftrings : 
Purcenta’s verfe his living byre divine 


Admits, aad calls upon the facred nine 
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To name the fair preeminent ia fong, 

'To whofe mild voice the dulcet notes belong. 
To fuch enchantrefs he'll confign 2 tyre 

The bright credential of fuperiour fire ; 

From whofe ftrict chords the diapafon clear, 
Mellifluous, deep, fhall charm th’ arrefted ear. 
Extatick airs, that hymn the morning ray, 
The lark’s full note, and linnet’s lighter lay, 
Sha l emulate Paitenta’s fong in vain, 

Her heavenly harp fublime and feraph ftrain: 
And hence fhall bigot pride conteft no more 
The fex's equal claim to ciaffick lore. 

M can is the man who never can beftow 

A leaf of laurel to a female brow ; 

When ferling fenfe and tuneful diction join’d 
Are the twin offspring of a female mind. 

From Albion’s cliffs what tides of mufick flow, 
When heart ftruck Seward pours the plaint of wee, 
When Carter's modulated numbers roll, 

And Moore and Akin moralize the foul. 





© woman, favorite of the {miling fkies ! 
Be thy juft rights aflerted by the wife ! 
To thy fair fame impartial, they fhall fad 
Genius is not to any fex confined ; 
Bound by no Salick law, to nature true, 
“Shall give to merit what is merit’s due.” 
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CLASSICAL. 


LSE 


REMARKS ON HOMER'S INVENTION OF INCIDENTS. 


Turs divine Poet lived in a very remote era of 
the world, among a people, as yet but little civiliz- 
ed, and among whom the arts and i{ciences, which 
in fucceeding ages were fo much advanced, had as 
yet made but {mali progrefs. Beng the moft an- 
cient uninfpired writer we have, he had no mod- 
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el we know of, on which he could form himfelf, except 
that of nature, which lay open to his view. This mod- 
el he ftudied with attention, and copied with fuccefs. 
The Iliad and Odyfley, confidered all together, are un- 
queftionably, the nobleit monuments of human genius, 
and have been handed down with the jufteft admiration, 
through every age. Let us confider, how far the cha- 
racteriftics of original poetic genius, already enumerated 
and explained, are found in thefe compofitions, and how 
far the very original genius of Homer hath difcovered 
itfelf in the manner. which we affirmed to be the moft 
natural and the moft ufual. 

It will be remembered, that we confidered the talent 
of invention in general,és one univerfal and diftinguifh- 
ing charaé¢teriftic of original genius in poetry, of which 
talent we reckon four diftinct {pecies; the invention of 
incidents, of characters, of imagery, and of fentiment. 
Tt muft be farther remembered, that vivid and pictur- 
efque defeription, another criterion of the fame quality; 
that irregular greatnefs, wildnefs, and enthufiafm of im- 
agination are its invariable attendants ; and laffily, that it 
would conftantly difplay its various powers, in allegories, 
in vifions, or in the creation and exhibition of ideal cha- 
raéters, efpecially of the fupernatural kind, to which both 
its abilities and biafs are peculiarly fwited. If there is 
any one quality in which Homer excelled all mankind, 
it is in the invention of incidente. In others, and thofe 
too ofa diftinguifhing nature, he has his rivals and his 
equals, as will afterwards be fhewn; inthis we think he 
had none. In crderto give.an.air of dignity and impor- 
tance to the fable of Iliad, he has conftructed it in fuch 
a manner, as to intereft the Gods, not only in the gene- 
ral cataftrophe, but in every particular incident that 
might either haften or retard it. It is well invented, to 
make the calamities, which Agamemnon and the Greeks 
fuffered, the effect of Thetis’s importunate addreffes to 
Jupiter; in which fhe implores vengeance on the Gre+ 
cian army, that their leader might be fenfible of his in- 
juftice to her fon Achilles, in depriving him of his fair 
captive, by feeling the want of his affiftance againft the 
Trojans, The deluding phantom fent by Jupiter to the 





: t 
‘i r 
i} 


























THE NIGHTINGALE. a3 


tent of Atrides, in order to perfuade that monarch to 
cive battle to the’enemy, decetving him with the vain 
rope of ending all their labours and dangers by one ef- 
fort, which fhould accomplifh the entire deftruétion of | 
Troy, is a beautiful machine, and introduced with great 
propriety. The interpofition of Venus to refeue her fon 
from the danger of impending death, from the hand of 
Diomede, in the fifth book is judicioufly invented. The 
epifode of Glaucus and Diomede, in the fixth book, 
makes an agreeable paufe in the aétion, and raifes 
our admiration of the hofpitality and generofity of thofe 
ancient heroes; but that of Heétor and Andromache, in 
the fame book, is of all others tne moft deeply intereft- 
ing. This epiiode will be afterwards. tsken notice of, 
when we come to confider Homer’s talent in exciting 
the paffions : we mentionit only at prefent as a finely im- 
agined incident. We may further obferve, that the ftra- 
tagem of Juno’s borrowing the girdle of Venus, in or- 
der to render himfelf amiable in the eyes of Jupiter, and 
her contrivance ef lulling him afleep, that Neptune dur- 
ing that interval might affift the Greeks, are exquifite 
fictions, and inftances of a moft creative imzgination, 
The embaffy to Achilles and the inflexibility of that he- 
ro, are natural and nec¢flary parts of the narration ; and 
the firft abatement of his rigid obftinacy, whieh is his 
allowing Patroclus to go to the affiftance of the Grecia: 
army clad in his armour, is judiciontly attributed to the 
influence of ‘ Patroclus himfelf, who had importunately 
intreated his favour. The final extin¢tion of Achilles’s 
refentment againit Agamemnon is very naturally effected 
by the death of Patroclus, by which event alone an en- 
tire reconciliation could have been effected confiftently 
with his unrelenting character. Thefe are a few of 
thofe beautiful and well invented incidents with which 
the fable of the Iliad is filled up. ‘That of the Odyfley 
abounds likewife with a great variety of incidents e- 
qually beautiful, though of a different kind, indicating 
the aftonifhing wildnefs and exuberance of Homet’s im- 
agination, The adventures of Ulyffes ameng the Ci- 
con’s, the Lotophagi and the Cyclops: his interview 
with AZclus, the calamities which happened to him and 
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his companions on the coaft of Laftrigons, their arrival 
in the itland of Circe, the transformation of kis com- 
panions, the method by which Ulyfiles defeated the en- 
chantments of this Goddefs, and reftored his friends to 
their former fhape; his defeent into hell, the account 
he gives of the mantfions of the dead ; his marvellous ef- 
cape from the Sirens, Scylla, and Charybdis, whofe na- 
ture and qualities are deicribed in the highest {pirit of 
poetry; his fhipwreck on the coaft of Calyptc, his en- 
tertainment by that Geddefs, and his departure from her 
iland ; his hofpitable reception at the Thracian court ; 
his arrival after his labours and dangers in his own king- 
dom; his difcovery to Eumaus, to Telemactus, and 
laft of all to Penelope, are highly pleafing, as well as 
mott furprifing fictions ; and pregnant inftances of the 








luxuriant and creative genius. [Remainder in our next.] 
DETACHED THOUGHT. 
| MILTON. 


NEITHER man nor angel can difcern hypocrify, 

The only evil that walks invilible,excepttoGodalone, 

By his permiffive will through heaven and earth, 

And oft, tho’ wifdom wakes, fufpicion fleeps at wif 
dom’s gate, . 

And to fimplicity refigns her charge. 

While gocdnefs thinks no ill where no ill feems.— 





NOTE TO CORRESPONDENTS. 
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Thofe fons and daughters of genius, who engaged to favor us 
with literary affiftance, are refpectfully reminded of their prom- 
ifes. 

Such lines as 

4 He diet, alas ! alas! he died, 

And death cry’d out, (m grati’y’d, 

And heaven was glad for to receive 

Him that tothe poor did give, 

And thereby lent unto the lord, 

As we find it in his holy word.” 
may anfwer tlie purpofe of printers, for “flying traders” and 
of “ bloody regifters,” but we defire to be exculed from inferting 
them in the Nightingale. 
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